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＋ big love tb r 23 
gem of our J adverſary bat leen uni- 

5 form and artfully managed, tho” by under- 
workers of very different charafters and a- 

f bilities. . Not long ago ſome fine wits o f 
this; party chiefly: labour d to. ſhorten our 


Creeds, and reduce them to this one, plain, 


But now we are with much freedom told, 
|. that the whole flory of the Meſliah is 4 
mere ſe viſn fable, which has no foumdation, 


A miſapplication' af t! ypes and ene 
This free peaker has at length generon 


aul lame and meh nales halt 75 
ERS] | EY e 


great ſubjoft, mma {ate ne ME: en- 


"ah Was nor intended at an 8 hit 
grave piece of buff ffoonry; but may be look ! 


a prelude to that lete, Face 
e dd N. _—_ 


p for 2 4 
4 frata - 


fundamental article, ſeſus is the Meſſiah. 


but in the dreams of enthuſiaſts, and the 


diſcord the 'avboles ſecret, and with a 
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ſelf very merry. virh vidiouſing-anctent \jd = 
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modery uriter tf the ft | 
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3 co ay gl . 
frange Vant of kalt and jiidgemient,” which 
hinders" any Gonfulering” perſon from loving 


that religion, which does ſo great honour" 
to. humane nature; aud from keeling abe 
weight f thoſe many . arguments far it's 


yy" WEST een 81 | | . 
ſupport, which 'amount to a demonſiration.. 
: | 5 . = N 23 A, oo Whos 


I am in no pain for my ſelf, provid- 
ed I can do any ſmall ſervice tw this 
cauſe, which J have the honour to appear 
in. And the principal ſatisfaftion I pro- 
poſe, is to engage ſo venerable a. body of 
Divines in the defence of the prediction 
which relate to the Meſſiah. I confider ou, 
ar patrons of my argument, which, your |} 
elaborate vindication of the Chriſtian re- | 
ligion, your complete victory over the re- 
| vivers of old hereſies, and the ne-Wwmo- 
dellers of Theology, and your repeated tri- 
umphs over the free-thinkers, abundantly - 
prove you very able to defend and adorn. 
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I's Per. J. 19. 


th 1 alſo a more Sure 
word of Prophecy: 


* 


6 (te Chriſtian Religion! 18 founded on * | 
Rock of Ages, and cannot be {ſhaken by 
the united Force of Infidels and Here- * 
tics. In every Age it baffles the Attempts of 
it's Adverſaries, and confirms the Promiſes of 
our Lord, who has aſſured us, that He wil 
be with his Church * to the end of the World, 
and that f zhe Gates f Hell Hall; not FOO 
againſt it. 


This however has not liouraged? a Hardy ® 
Writer, and well krown Enemy, from labour- 
ing to undermine one of the ſtrongeſt Sup- 
ports of the Chriſtian Fabric. This laſt Effort 


K Matt. XXVIIL 20; 5 + Matt, XVI. 18. 


_— 2 


| He has made with great Inſolence on the Pro- 
pphecies concerning the Meſſiah contained in 
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the Old Teſtament, and very juſtly ſaid to be 


fulfilled in the New; by greatly miſrepreſent- 


ing the Nature of thoſe Prophecies, and en- 
deavouring to weaken the Force and ridicule 
the Extenſive ſignification of them. 


Our unfair Adverſary has concealed ſome of 
the principal Evidences of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and divided it's Proofs. The Literal -Pro- 
phecics, w which alone are a Sufficient Founda- 
tion of our Faith, he has paſs'd- over in Si- 
lence; and the Typical and Allegorical Pro- 
phecies he ſtrives to expoſe, by pretending to 


defend them. The great Miracles and glori- 


ous Works, which Jefas wrought, and to which" 
he ſo often appeals, as convincing Proofs of 
his Divine Commiſſion, he arrogantly lights. 
And in effect repreſents the whole Syſtem of / 
the Goſpel, as an Enthuſiaſtic or Juggling Im- 
poſture, which has ncither Tann nor Strength 5 
to ſupport it. 


My preſent Endeavour is to vindicate that 
Argument for the Truth of Chriſtianity, which 


is taken from the Prophecics of the Old Te- 


ſtament. And, becauſe the main Purpoſe of 
this Writer is to ridicule thoſe which are 
Typical and Allegorical, I ſhall chiefly labour 
to n them, and ſhall content my ſelf with 


Xs „ batch 


ue V NI v ERSI T Y of Side 5 


bately Mentioning ſome few of the Lireral 
"Prophecies, which he has rejected. 


ground my Diſcourſe on the Words of St. : 


Peter, who had the Honour of being a principal 
Attendant on Feſws in the Courſe of his Mini- 
fry ; who ſaw Him transfigured in the Holy Mount, 
and was an Eye. auitneſs of his Majeſty; who 
heard * the voice of God the Father ſpeaking ' 
from the excellent Glory, This is my Beloved Son,” 
in whom I am well pleaſed; and yet, without 
diminiſhing the Force of that Divirie Atteſta- 
tion, declares, f we have alſo 4 more ſure word 
of Prophecy, eO epo Toy TPPHTING Ng. 


It is not neceſſary to underſtand theſe words 
in their comparative ſignification; as if Pro- 
phecy was more ſure than the word of God 
himſelf; or more Credit were to be given to 
his Meſſengers and Interpreters, than to God 
the Father in Perſon: For nothing is more 
common among the Greeks, than to uſe a com» 
parative word for an abſolute one. 


And yet, conſidering that this vice of God 
was tranſient, and heard only by a few Per- 
ſons, whole relation to Feſus was of ſuch a 
Nature as. might occaſion in ſome Men ſuſpi- 
cions of Partiality ; it may be truly affirm d, 
that ſtanding Prophecies of Holy Men in dif- 
ferent Ages, agreeing with one 00S: and 

2: Pet. I. 12. + ve 19. 

| B 3 Cco- 


— 
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' Centring all in one and the ſame Perſons of Ja 
Feſus rift, are a more convincing Argument, Wl p/ 
a more Stable and permanent Proof, of his be. / 


ing the promiſed Son of God, the Redeemer and 
| Governor of Mankind, 


For, ſince the Actions of Men flow from a 
Principle of Freedom, and are under the Super- 
intendence of an infinitely wiſe and alone 
ful Providence, it muſt be granted, that Fore. 
telling the greateſt Events, that God or Man 
are concern'd in, is above the Power of all 
created Beings; and that * Prophecy could nt IN 9 
come by the will of Man, but Holy Men of God If 
ſpale, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. And, I 3 
if we ſhall find a Serics of Gs Prophets, 4 
all agreeing in their Characters of the Meſſiab, 
and preparing the World for his Reception I 
by a Voice not to be counterfeited; (theſe Ora-· 7 
cles being publiſhed to the Gentiles, ſome Ages I! 
before his Coming, in the moſt Univerſal Lan-; 
C 
b 


guage:) We muſt confeſs, that the Word of Prophe: 
2 Ta the moſt Sure, the moſt Public, the moſt Au- 
thentic Ford, that could be ſpoken to the Sons of 
Mcn; and ſuch as will deſerve our utmoſt At- 
tention and Reverence. But if this Ford ſhould 
prove Unſucceſsful, we ſhall not wonder, that | 
the Miraculous Forks of the Son of God have not || 


their due Effect upon the gen of Diyine Reve· 
3 2. Pet. 1 21, i f . 


lation; 


14 ile B... 


In the Proſecution of this Subject, tho very * 


r. of the greateſt Importance, which relate to the 


n | 11. 1 will more largely ew, that Typical 
and Allegorical Prophecies are of great force 


and validity); and moreover, that in the Que- 


ſtion now before us they are beautiful, uſeful, 
d, and neceſſary methods of Deſignation „ and N. 
s, If VAtratun. 3 

h, III. I will very briefly obſerve, that the 
n Harmony and Conſent of Prophecies, Litecar 


. Typical, and Allegorical, deliver'd by Holy _ 


es Men of God in different Ages of the World; 
n. and of different methods of Life, was the moſi 


e: complete, and moſt divine Intimation and De- 
u. ſcription. of the Meſſiah, that could have been 


of given to Mankind, 


Id of the greateſt Importance, which relate: to the 
a Meſſiab, and were fully accompliſhed IneFeſus; 


& | The firſt, which I ſhall ſpeak of, is that Pro- 
1 Luke, XVI. 31. ä 8 


bencath its Dignity, I ſhall obſerve this method. 
y I. I will mention ſeveral Literal Prophecies. 


. Lſiab, and were fully accompliffi'd in Feſis, | 


* Jam to mention ſeveral Literal Prophęcics | 


 miſſory | 


PR.” 
- 4 
* 


\ 
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miſſory one, given to Abraham the Father of W 
the Faithful, * that in his Seed * all rhe Fa 
milies F tbe Earth be Ble mas - 

This is no Allegorical but Literal prediction 
of an Univerſal-Bleſſng to be confer d on the 
Sons of Men. | 
And if a Deliverance from Sin and Death, 

(the Curſe entail'd upon Mankind ; ) if eſtabliſh. 
ing the moſt perfect Rules of Morality ; if pro- 
poſing the moſt divine Example of Life; if 
promiſing the greateſt Aſſiſtances of Grace; if 
making our ſincere Endeavours acceptable to 
_ God; if bringing Life and Immortality to Light; 
if theſe be the greateſt Bleſſings : Then is this 
Prophecy fully accompliſhed in Jeſus. 

2. Another Literal Prophecy concerning the 
Meſſiah was ſpoken by the Patriarch Jacob 
on his Death-Bed. 

i f The Sceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, ar 

| | ” Law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
R come; and unto him ſball the . gathering of the 
| People be. 

In this remarkable Prophecy the Time of his 
| Appearance is diſtinctly foretold, many Ages 
| before the Tribe of Judah was in poſſeſſion of 
| the Regal or Legiſlative Power. | 

3. Another Literal Prophecy was deliver d 

by Moſes near the time of his departure. 
+ The Lord thy God will raiſe unto thee a Pro. 
* Gen, XII. 3. + Gen. XLIX. 10. + Deut. XVIII. 8 


ns 


The UNIVERSITY of Cat bridge; 7 
Fier, from the midſt of Thee, " chy Brethren, lle 
wo ae; ante H je" ſh carte. by 


Here is not one Allegorical 3 in this: me- | 
orable Prophecy. And tho' ſome are pleaſed. 
o underſtand it of an Order of Prophets, who 
Fuarded the Law of Moſes, and watched for 
he Honour of God and the publick good; (who 
yere ſometimes permitted to make Diſcoveries” 
pf future Events in private Families, to prevent 
he conſulting Sorcerers and Diviners :) yet it 
in literally and ultimately belong to no Pro- 
het, but One who ſhould equal "Moſes | in giv- # 
o Laws and working Miracles; in Privilege h 
ith God, and Authority with Men. 


e That this was the Senſe, and * the Ex- 7 
Fedation, of the FJewiſb Church, we have a re- 
arkable Teſtimony at the end of Deuterono- 
1 ſuppoſed to be placed there after the * . 
h ity. | 


* And there aroſe not 4 ; Prophet fo nee in 1/racl 
unto Moles, whom the Lord knew face o 
e; in all the ſigns and the wonders, which the © 
nd ſent him to do in the Land of Egypt, to 
araoh and to all his Servants, and to all his 
d; and in all that mighty Rand and in all 
e great Terror anblch Moſes ſhew'd in the ſight” 
all Iſrael. 


Deut. XXXIV. 10, 11, 12. 


Well 


Ax —_ n... 
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Well then might Frſws refer the Fes to the 
writings of Moſes; * There is ons that actuſerh 
you, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt. For had ye 
believed Mo; es, 75 would haue believed me: T* be 
wrore- * me. 


From 4 ig we. my guher by the way; 
that the doing of many and great Miracles is 
one eſſential Character of the Meſſiah, and much 


to be regarded. 


Theſe few 8 are taken ſolely from 
the Books of Moſes, and are the Foundation 
of thoſe numerous and more particular ones, 
which are to be found in the Pſalms and the 
Prophets, but would exhauſt our whole time to 


mention. 


4. 1 chall give you but one, out of 4 great 

Ni wg from the Noble Prophet 1/azah ; who, 
honoured with the Proſpe& of God's great De- 
ſign, cries out, as if the Event was then pre- 
— Vito Us a Child is lorn, unto Us 4 
Son is given; and the Government ſhall. be u)- 
on his Shoulder; and his Name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Connſellor, the Mighty God, the Ever. 
laſting Father, (or + the Father of the Age to 
come) the Prince of Peace. Of the increaſe 0 
his Government and Peace there ſhall be no End, uj- 
on the Throne of David, and upon his K gdm, 


* 5 77 V. 45, 46. + Ifaiah IX: 6, FE + Verſion of the LXX. 
i 


we UxtVEASIT T of Cambridge. 9 


td order it, and to eſtabliſb it with Tudgment > 
ant with Fuſtice, from henceforth even for ever 


This Kingdom, fo often mention'd by ſucceed- 


ing Prophets, is ſo ſtrongly applied to Jeſus, 
before his Conception, by the Angel Gabriel, 
that it cannot be overlooked by a fair Adverſary. 
If this Prophecy ſhould rather be placed a- 
mongſt the Allegorical ones, (and none but 
ſich our Adverſary will allow to be cited in 
the New Teſtament;) I ſhalt make farthet uſe 
of it in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe. _ 

5. I cannot paſs by that auguſt Prophecy, re- 
corded by * Haggai; Iwill ſhake all Nations and 
the Deſire of all Nations ſhall come; And Iwill fil 
this Houſe with Glory, ſaith the: Lord of Hoſts. 
The Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be greater 
than of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; and in 


this place will I give peace ſaith the "Lord of Hoſts, 


Now ſince, as the Fews acknowledge; ſeveral 
great Privileges were wanting in this /atter Houſe, 
(as the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Shechinah,) which 


made the formet ſo truly glorious 5 wemay juſt-. 


ly contend, that this Prophecy was then ſolely 
and filly accompliſh'd, when the ſecond Temple 
was Honour d with the Divine Preſence of Feſus, 
the Prince of Peace, who had the Prophetic + Spirit 
without meaſure, arid ** was the Brightheſs of his 
Father's Glory. „ 


U Chap. v. 5. + 4. 9. 4 fok. th; 3% 4% Nah 1. 4 
© Laſtly 


* 
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Laſtly, to mention no more, the Prophecy 


concerning * Meſſiah, the Prince, to be cut off 


after three ſcore and two Weeks, and the Deſtruction 
of the City and the Sanctuary, is ſo literal, and 
determinate ; that one would wonder how any 
Man can have the Hardineſs to inſinuate, that 
the Propuecies relating to the Meſſiah are pure- 
ly Allegorical. 9 


Zut, as Juſtice has been done to this branch 
of the Argument by ſeveral ancient and mo- 


dern Writers, I paſs on. A 
II. To ſhew more largely, that Typical and 


_  Allegorical Prophecies are of great force and. 
Zualidity; and moreover, that in the Queſtion 


now before us they are beautiful, uſeful, and ne- 


ceſſary methods of Deſignation and IIluſtration. 


I fhall argue firſt zz, general from the Nature 
of Types and Allegories, which I beg Leave 
to lay diſtinctly before you. - "Tl 

The firſt time the word Tims occurs in the 
LXX's Verſion of the Old Teſtament is in that 


Command, which God gave to + Moſes, look 


that thou make them after their Pattern (or Type) 
which was ſhew'd thee in the Mount; and the 
firſt place I meet with it in the New Teſta- 
ment, is where the doubting Apoſtle ſays, + ex- 
cept 1 ſhall ſee in his Hands the print (or Type) 
of the Nails Twill not believe, 


* Dan. IX. 26. 7 Exod, XXV. 40. f Joh. XX. 25. 
| The 


| The UNIVERSITY of Cambtidge. tr 
The former of theſe is a Typeof things Fu- 
iure; ; the latter is a Type of fomething Paſt. 


So that i in general, a Type is a lively Im- 

preſſion or Repreſentation of any Thing or 
ö it is an Image or Picture exhibiting 
the Lineaments and Characters of the Original. 
And there is a ſtrict relation between the Type 
and the thing Typified, which may be called 
it s Anti- type or Counter- part,. 


Shadows, Prints, Footſteps, are natural Types; 
others take their Riſe from invention and ap- 
pointment. 

The Divine Ideas arc the Original and moſt per- 
fect Types; and our own are Types of the things 
| without us, and repreſent the Objects to which 
we refer them: andthe nearer and more per- 
fect ſuch reſemblances are formed, the better we 
apprehend their Nature and Conſtitution. But 
Sounds have no likeneſs to our Ideas; nor Fi- 
gures to Sounds. So that both of theſe muſt 
be reckon d mere arbitrary Signs, uſed by con- 
ſent, having no natural Relation to the things 
ſignified. Whereas Types are the moſt natu- 
ral, the moſt anticnt, and the moſt experſſive 
Language. 

Now as a picture has firſt its out- lines drawn 
and Proportions deſcribed ; and afterwards by va- 
rious Lights and Shades expreſſes the apparent e- 
minences and receſſes of the ſurface; and at oy 

&3 2 8 7 7 
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by nice Colouring and curious Ducts, gives 
you a lively repreſentation of the Look, Air, 
and Spirit of the Original: So a Type may 
be in any degree of reſemblance; it may give us 
an Idea in any point of view, and be more Sit 
or leſs expreſſive, according to the Skill or Pur- I co 
poſe of the Deſigner. NR. 
Allegories are Modes of Speech, wherein one I 
thing is expreſſed, and another meant; they I *? 
are Diſcourſes under borrowed Names and fo- N. 
"reign Ideas; they are founded in a fort of re- Tl 
ſemblance, which may be called compound or in 
proportional. But a ſingle Thing, Action, or I © 
Perſon, may be a Type, and very expreſſive, 1 
tho nothing ſhould be written or. fpoken con- I ® 
cerning it. Many are the forms of Allegori- 
cal Speech; ſuch as Anigmas, Fables, and 
Parables. But they are fo well known, that 
I ſhall not dwell upon their Deſeription. 


I come now to ſhew, that Prophecies couch- 
.ed in Typical and Allegorical Terms are of 
deut force and validity, as well as uſe and 

cauty. | 
It is certain, that whatever helps to enliven our 
Thoughts, and animate our Notions, gives an un- 
common pleaſurę to the Mind, and makes it ſelf 
more coniider'd and better remember d. For Man 
employs himſelf greatly in finding, and framing, 
and treaſuring up reſemblances, and lively Images 
A 


* 
o 
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of things; and ſeems highly pleaſed when the J. 
deas of the Imagination are correſpondent to the 
Notions and Sentiments of the Underſtanding. 
One of the greateſt beauties in Poetry is apt 
Similitudes and the metaphorical Dreſs, that 
common Notions are clothed with; and the 
whole Art, if we will take a great * Critic's 
word for it, is founded in Imitation. We love 
to compare our Ideas, and to find Agreements and 
Relations. And to be able to repreſent our 
Thoughts in ſuch a lively manner as pleaſes the 
Imagination, is a Perfection greatly admired 
and much ſtudied, It gives them Life, Spirit, 
and Force; and offers uch a Compaſs and ful 
nels to the Mind, as engages all our Powers of 
Attention and Contemplation. 


A Prophecy then, eſpecially of oveat 7 
and Importance, which is recommended to us 
in Types and Allegories, can loſe nothing by this 
beautiful, this forcible way of Repreſentation, : 
which is ſo agreeable to our Intellectual Facul- 
ty, entertains our Imagination, and thereb 
ſecures a laſting place in our AT and 5 
fection. 


Let us examine the fundamental Prophecy A 
deliver d to Man in Paradiſe, whoſe Language 


Is in part Allegorical. , The Seed of the Woman 


ſhall bruiſe the Serpent s Head, 


* Ariſtot. _ TGepp III. To | 
| | The 
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The Seed of the Woman is no Allegorical Term 
but a general Expreſſion for ſome deſcendent 
of that Woman, and well adapted to one who 
ſhould be born without Man's concurrence; 


it might be very comfortable to that Sex, which 
was firſt in the Tranſgreſſion, and defend them 


from future Reproaches, as well as ſupport them IF 


in Child bearing. 

As the Serpent ſeems well choſen by the 
fallen Angel, for his natural Subtilty and Ad- 
dreſs, to be the Inſtrument of his Temptation; 
fo the Language of the Prophecy, the ſentence 
of Condemnation, is exactly ſuted to expreſs 


his Fraud, and to perpetuate the hiſtory of his þ 
Crime, and the certainty of a Conqueſt oyer 


him. 


This muſt ants be a great ſupport to out 


| firſt Parents, that God would not deſert.them, k 


when driven from Paradiſe ; and that the De- 


ceiver, whoever he was, ſhould not ruin their y 


| Poſterity, but have his Policy and Malice defeat- 


ed, and his Empire overthrown. The bruiſi Ying 9 of 
ub. | 


the Serpent's Head, wherein his Strength and 

tilty lies, finely conveys the Idea of a complete 
Victory deſign d over the Enemy of Mankind; 
and cannot caſily be miſtaken for a literal Pro- 
miſe concerning the brute Animal, which would 
have been ſmall ſatisfaction to a fallen Specics, 
and unworthy of the Solemnity, with which is is 
introduced, and the great EF of a World 


Created 


TeUNiTyYER51TY of Catnbridge. 23 
reated, and Paradiſe loſt ;. of the Obligations: 
wing to God as Creator, and the Acyerencs 
zue to him as Judge. 

This Allegorical or Typical e 8 
5 have all the Force and Beauty that Language 
ld give it; and to be well fitted to raiſe the 
ExpeRtation of mankind. 


In like manner, it is no diſadvantage to the 
ther Prophecies concerning the Meſſiab, that 
is repreſented therein as a Star, * that ſhould, 


iſe out of Iſrael; as one that ſhall * exlighten 
e Gentiles, open the Eyes of the Blind, bring the 


is ri ſoners ont of Priſon, and them that fit in 


et (Parkneſ3 from the Priſon-houſe ; that ſhall not 
eat the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoak- 


m, 
Je- 
eir 
at- 
of Fairhfulneſs the Girdle of his Reins; that *he is 
1b- Ile 4 refiner's Fire, and like 2 Soap; that 
te 

d; 
ro- 
uld 
ma 2 Numb. . 17. b Iſai. XLIL 2. 6, 7, 8. e If. XL. * 


613 Hin. XI. 6 e 53. f Malach. III. 2. g Pf. CX. 3. 
rd Malach. iv. V 


ted | 2 1d 


e exalted, and every Mountain and Hill be made 
tw; that the Wolf” ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 
nd the Leopard lie down with the Kid; char 


we lift up his head; * that he ſball ariſe as 
he Sum of r E ſue ſs with Healing in his 
| mgs 3 that 


ighteoufmeſs ſpall be the Girale of his loins, and 


ſhall break his Enemies with 


++ 


ome our of Jacob; and us a Sceptre that ſhould 


% Flax; that in his time every Yalley ſhall = 


+ ſhall drink of the brook in the way, and there-. 


5 * 
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4 ro of Iron, and daſh them in pieces like: 4 
Potter's veſſel; * that he ſball fit at the right 
hand 4 Goa, and make his enemies his OG 


1 appears from the nature of Types and Al: 

I erte, that they are of great Force and Beau. 

ty, and very uſeful to convey to lateſt Poſte: 
rity Eophecies of great 1 | 


But I ſhall further endeavour to retriexe 
them from Contempt, by ſhewing 


1. That Allegories have been much eſteemd 
amongft Learned and Polite Nations, 

2. That great and important Truths were 

Sy convey d in this Method. 


That the Prophecies concerning the 24, 
a however Allegorical, were, as to the Sub. 
ſtance of them, well underſtood, and faithful. 
Iy tranſmitted. 


4. That Typical repreſentations of the Meſſiab 
were ſutable to the Majeſty and Deſigns of God. 


5. That theſe Methods were in ſeveral re- 
ſpeas, molt proper for the Preſervation and Com- 


pletion of the Prophecies 3 and therefore bel 
for mankind. 


0 PI. CX. 1. 5 | « All 


cre 


. Seay ite : 
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I. Allegories have been much eſteem d a 
mongſt Learned and Polite Nations. 
If we look back into Egypt, whoſe: Schools 


of Learning are moſt renowned for curious 
Knewledge, as well as Antiquity, we ſhall find _ 


that their choiceſt Doctrines, concerning the 
nature of God and Man, were involved in Al- 
legorical and Typical repreſentations. And 
here it was that ſes, by the ſpecial Provi- 
dence of God, was adopted by Pharaoh's Daugh- 
ter, and prepared by the beſt Education; which 
the whole World could give him, to under- 
take the Government and Inftruction of his 


| choſen People. 


The. alwiſe God condeſcended to approve 
the Learning then in Vogue, and taught the 
Sons of Abraham a Hieroglyphical Religion. 


No wonder then, that 7 'ythagoras, who gather d 
his extenſive Wiſdom from the Fews and Phænici- 
ans, the Egyptians, and Chaldeans, wrapped it up in 
Symbols and Allegories, as the” Vehicle at that 
time of all others the moſt palatable, and moſt 
likely to inſinuate it into the Eſteem and Me- 
mory of his numerous and noble Diſciples. 


It is true, the Poets gave too great a Looſe 
to their Imaginations, and ſo blended their 
Theology and Philoſophy with the Fabulous 
and the Marvelous, as to loſe the Truths they in- 
tended to adorn, and to diſguiſe the Traditions 


of 
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of W wiſer Anceſtors with inconſiſtent, re- 


preſentations. However, we may hence learn 


the mode of the precedent Ages, which con- 


tinued both in Greece and Rome, till Learning 

came to its greateſt degree of Perfection. 

- Pirzil, who is allowed to have refined upon the 

Grectans, and to have improved the Roman Taſt 

to it's utmoſt Capacity, has given an irreſiſtible 

Sanction to Allegory, when he * expreſles the 
oreateſt Revolution foretold in Prophecy, in the 
1 IA we are ſpeaking of. 

The conduct of Providence is herein july 
7 be admired, that ſo Wiſe, ſo Celebrated 
4 Poet ſhould thus recommend to all future 
Ages the nobleſt remains of the ancient Hbils, 
{as has been well proved by Learned Men; 3 
and deſcribe the great Change, that was juſt 
then going to be wrought by the Son of Goa, 
in the molt polite Age, in the Mctropolis of 
the World, almoſt in the very words of the 
Jewiſh Prophets. For, whilſt he was without 
reaſon, and beyond meaſure, flattering the In- 
fant Son of a Roman Conſul, he was in reali- 
ty preparing the World to expect a new State 


of Things, a new Age of 'Truth and Virtne, 


under the Conduct of the Meſſiah, whom he 


ſurprizingly ſtyles (in words that cannot be ren- 


der d) Magnum Fovis Incrementum. 


r. 4+ 


— < 


to 


But all the uſe I need now make of it, is 


— — 8 T2] 2 — ng 


K 


| 
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to ſlew, that Allegories abe pleaſed 8 


of the correcteſt e ee K. AY Politcit 
nee | litt x 


*. 
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25 Great and Hvportint Teuths were difin 
y convey'd in this method. We”, 

One can hardly-conceivc, that Men of "Ws 
ing and Wiſdom ſhould be pleaſed with Alle- 
gories, except they werre capable of being di- 
ſtinctly underſtood: For nothing is ſo diſagree- 


able to the Underſtanding as Darkneſs. Clear 


and diſtin& Ideas have always been moſt agree- 
able to Men of Reach and Penetration; only 
it was their peculiar Pleaſure to ſee beyond 
that Veil, which they held before vulgar Eyes, 

Whoever will take the pains to ſearch into 
the valuable Fragments of ancicnt Learning , 
will find that there were no Truths of Moral 
or Natural Science, which they did not con- 
vey in Symbols and Hieroglyphical repreſenta- 
tions. There is enough left in Horus Apollo, (or 


what goes under his N ame, ) Pierius, and ſeve- 


ral other Authors, to Convince any Man of the 
Truth of this Aſſertion. 

The Omnipreſence of God is finely Wade w, 
ed in that celebrated Symbol aſcribed to Hermes 
Triſinegiſtus, a Circle, whoſe Centre is every where 
and whoſe Circumference is no where, © | 


The late Learned * N of Oxford 


'Payid Gregor, | | 
5 952 0 whoa 
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who was no Viſionary but a profound * 
thematician, pronounces, * that by the Harmony 
of the Spheres, the Samian Philoſopher undet. 


ſtood, that the Gravitation of the Planers to the 
Sun was, reciprocally as the ee Ls clrire Di 


ſtances from him. 


It would be endleſs to eſtabliſh 1255 Totnes 
ſition by Examples. But it is certain, the Re- 
putation of the Symbolical Philoſophy could 
never have attracted the Eyes of the mot pierc- 
ing Wits, except the Notions were capable of 
being therein conveyed with Certainty and Fi: 
delity; and this could not be done, unleſs the 
Alliance between Ideas and their Symbols Had 
been fixed and determinate, 

Some time indeed was requited to learn this 
ſacred Character: but then the Wiſdom hid 


| under it had ſomething in it ſo ſublime and Ve- 
nerable that they Reverenced the very Language 


whercin it was taught. Whilſt other talkative 
Philoſophers were Wrangling and Difputing , 
they were ſilently admiring the profoundneſs 
of the Invention, and the err of the Can. 
veyance. 

This method preſerved the Prihageric. Doc- 


trines, reduced to a determinate Senſe and a 
narrow compaſs, entire and uncorrupt through 
many Ages. The Precepts of his Religious Phi. 
loſophy were few and awful; and contributed 
much to refine the Manners of Men, and to 


7 Prafat. in Aſtron. ppyſ incite 


N == 1 02 


9 ry 


«6 « ©D > my} — 


wc ey ON: 


incite them to the Imitation of the Peity; and 
in a great meaſure prepare the Heathen Workd 


for the Inſtructions of that Heavenly Teacher, 
who hath-ſhewed us the True way to PerfeRi- 


on and Happineſs, and who opening his Month 


in parables utter d things, which had been kept Se- 
cret from the Foundation of the Warks. f b 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 

But, whether: men will hear, or 1 they 
will rita, ta Gs till ne of her 4 33 


ln. 


The Piophitcies concerning the Me ab, 


waves Allegorical, were, as to the. Subſtance 


ofthem, well "underſtood and W tranſ⸗ 
mitted. | 


Here it is much to be We RY] chit we 
bave not ſo complete a Hiſtory of the Expect 
ation of the Fews, as this Subject deſerves. But 
if the Stream appears at different Intervals uni- 
form and increaſing (tho not always above 
Cround,) and at laſt running with a full Cur- 
tent; We may conclude, there was no inter- 
ruption in the Conveyance; and that the hope 
of 1ſraet . was. much ancieritet than the Capti. 
ity. 


This, (if true,) will beſt account for the 
hort hints we now find of things of the laſt 
Importance : for, if they were then well cx: 

x Matth. XII, 31 ＋ v. 42 + Matth. XI. 19. 


Plain d 
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plain d and underſtood, the brevity: of the Teit 
might contribute to the more eaſy and perſel 
Remembrance of them. 
cannot but think, the word Shiloh was wel 
known to exprefs the Meſſiah. Otherwiſe k 
_ -would be ſtrange, that the circumſtance of Time 
'hould be predicted, if the Perſon and Character 
of him, ho was to come, was entirely unknown 
This Knowledge, was (I preſume, ) much 
-prom oted by the Schools of the Prophets, who 
were chicfly employ d in the Study of the 83 
cred Books, and in preparing themſelves by 
Devotion and. Muſic for the Illapſes of the 
Holy Spirit; and, whenever they felt the 
Divine impulſe, either recorded the Won: 
drous Providence of God in Sacred. Hymns, 
or cnforced the moral Precepts 'of their Lay, 
or gave a further Light to the foregoing Pro- 
phecies. 
- When the public Sins drew down upon the 
Nation public Calamities, it was their Cuſtom 
to conſult the Oracle of God, to look for: 
wards with a ſteady eye of Faith to the grand 


Revolution, that was to happen in the latter 


times, and thence to give Comfort and Sup- 
port to their diſtreſſed Kings and dejected 
People. 

With this View, the abruptneſs of their Style, 


5 a6 the loftineſs of their Expreſſions, are 


grert Beauties in the Pſalms and ah Propheeies: 


N 12 - n . _ - 
* - 
= 
- 


and 


the Una enesr rr of Cattbiidge, 25 


and, without it, many remarkable Hymns and 
Sermons in the Old Teſtament would fall 
ſhort of that Gravity, and Chatacter of Wiſ- 
dom, which undoubtedly * to e | 
Plalmiſt and the Preacher. : | 
With this Key you open with a Maſterly | 
command the Myſterious Conceptions and Ex. 
ter Npreſſions of the Prophets; They then reafſume 
n. their primitive Dignity, and are buſy about the 
ich great things of God, which * zhe Angels deſire 
ho % look into. Of which Salvation as Prophets : 
Sa. ¶ hace enguired, and ſearches diligently ; as St. f Te. 
by Bier informs us. 
hel The promiſed Seed of Abraham, (the nan 
he of their Bleſſings,) the Son of David, the Son 
Mr Wof Man, the Son of God, the Great King of the 
18, Fews, were fuch endearing Characters of the 
W. Meſſiah, and ſo well underſtood in the times 
r0- of the Prophets, that He is called by + Mala- 
chi, the Lord whom ye ſeek; the me ſenger of. 
he the Covenant, whom ye delight in. | 


IM But nothing can better eſtabliſh this Progen 
Or tion, than to - obſerve how many Characters 
Jof the Aeſſiah were preſerved entire, thro” 
many Years of Captivity and Ages of Corrup- 
up tion, even till he made his public Appearence 
ted Bit Feruſalem. This likewiſe exhibits to us one 
ſignal Inſtance of the Wiſdom of God's Pro- 

le. Yridence in ſuffering his choſen, People to ſo. 


*] Fete. 12, +1. 10. + II. Chep. v. 1. 
f journ 
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journ ſo long amongſt Heatheris : for by the 
means the Knowledge of the true God wa 
more widely - propagated ; and the Expectatiot 
of the Meſſiah ſpread over all the Eaſten 
Countries. 
It is obſerved by two * Roman Hiſtorians, tha 
. Have, had prevailed all over the Zaſt an ancien 
and conſtant Opinion, that it was in the Fates, 
Lor Prophecies, ] that about Veſpaſian's time ther 
Pbowld iſe from 2 * 150 ſhould obtain 
the Empire of the World. 
No ſo frma perſwaſion could hardly han 
been univerſally entertain d, without Sacred Au- 
thority to ſupport it, and without an amiable Ac- 
count of the Government, to engage the Thoughts 
and Affections of the People. But the Ad. 
vantages, expected from this Revolution, give us 
2 good reaſon, why the Few!ſb Prince ſhould 
be (as he is ſtyled in the Prophecy f above- 
mention d) The Deſire of all Nations. 
It is certain, that the Viſe Men, who came 
Fom the Baſt to Worſhip the Infant Meſſiah in 
a. Foreign Country, expected a King of an 
uncommon Character, and ne Power. 
For what had they to do with the King of ſo 
| ſmall a Territory, as Fudæa, already govern'd 
by a Politic Prince ſupported by the Power 
of Rowe ? 7. he King of the Fews, to whom they 


* gueton. in Vita Veſp. cap. 4. Tacit. Hiſt. 1, 7. c. 13. 
7 Pag. 9. X Matth. II. 1, 2. IP, * ü 
vow, | Came 


5 15 E's 157 r eee 17 1. 
e to pay their Homage, mult needs be that | 

King, of whom. Ancient Prophecies had 
e ſo unlverſal an Expectation. 


That Herod thus underſtood their Errand, is 
plain from the Queſtion he put to the Men 'of 5 


Learning, * where the Meſſiah Lge: 45-4; And 


the ready Anſwer, which they return d, ſhews 
chat the Language and meaning of the Pro- 
phets had been much conſulted, 250 were well 
anderſtood ; f in Bethlehem of F Jalas; for thus2t is 
written by the Prophet, And thou Bethlehem in 
the Land of Fuda art not the leaft among. the 
Princes of Fuda : for out of Thee ſhall come aGi- 
vernor, that ſhall rule my people 18 And He- 
d could not more effectually 

of this Interpretation, than by his abſurd and 
Diabolical Endeayour to defeat it. 

That this Expectation was as commonly 
entertain d in Samaria, is manifeſt from the 
Conference which Feſis held with the Woman 
at Sychar, who had this juſt Notion of the 
Meſſiah, t that He was coming, and that He could 


tell her all things; and her Country-men, hav- 


ing heard him ſpeak, acknowledg'd, that ** He 
was indeed the Meſſiah, that is, as they ri ghtly 
underſtood it, the Saviour of the Merl. 

John the Baptiſt knew, that the Meſſiah was 
t that Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sin of 


Matt. II. 4. f v. 3. 6. 1 Jobs IV. 27. X. 42. 
ft Job b.. 0 Ae 
| E the 


ew his Belief 
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the Horld. When Philip met with Nathanael, 
he laid unto him, * we have found him of 2hom 
Moſes in the Law, - and the Prophets, did write, 
and, Nether upon conviction, ſhews he had 
ee W to his Character, ſay ing unto, 
Rm I hou art the Son. of” God, Thou Ar the 
King of Iſrael. 

It was well known among the Jews, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould have an eee Original, 
Meſſiah cometh, o Man bowl, . he. 163 
hen the Meſſiah cometh, he will. do mate 
micracles, than theſe which this. Man hath done? 
_ They underſtood his eternal Prieſthood, and 
were A! offended, when he talked of his 
future Sufferings; e have heard out of the 

Law that Chriſt  abideth for ever; and how ſaiſi 
thou, the Son, of Man muſt. be lifted up? Who 
js this Son of | Man? Is this another Son of 
Man? : 

All which, and much more of the ſame na- 
ture that might be added, will abundantly 
prove, that the Language of the Prophets was 
well unaerſtood that the Allegories, and Se- 
condary meanings, were faithfully tranſmitted; 
and that the Prophecies relating to the Meſſi- 
ah, as to the Subſtance of them, were intelli- 
gible to the unprejudic 4 part of the People. 


Jak. I. 47. v. 49. Joh. VII. 27. 4 v. 31; 
. job. 2 1 TV. 4 17.4 7. 4 3's 
& 4 · Typt- 
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. Typical Repreſentations ofthe? | Meffaah 
were ſurable ng whe: Majeſty: and Deſegns of 
God. as e X19 517 
Fe Crtro Banged on the World an nag? 


of Himſelf; and expects that by this Type Men 


ſhould trace out the Nature of the Deity," and 
confefs his Griameſs bmw: er on Obliga- 
tions. 212 1 M 5 
This is the Doctrine of Hob 1 80 andi ac- 
know! edg'd by the greateſt Philoſophers. & That, 
which may be known of God, is manifeſt in them; 
For God hath ſhewed it unto them. For the invi- 
le things of Him the Creation of the World 
70 clearly mag ; — underſtood by 2 things 
that are ae Py: 's eternal Power und A 
head. 1 1 
To Uglnent halte N rae ſeveral Types 
and prefigurements the Condition, the Nature, 
tories, pry Triumphs,. and the Gifts, of. the 
great Redeemer, is ſuch a Majeftic Way of Res 
preſentation, as could only have God for it 8. 
Author, and Aeſſiah for it's Subject. 
The whole Temple · Service ſeems 8 
to preſerve in the Minds of the. Jeus a Noti- 
on of that Grent Sacrifice, which was to be of. 
ferd in due time for the Sins of the World; 
and that remarkable Type of the Paſchal Lamb 
ſtrangely repreſented, and exactly erhibited, that | 
% Rom. I, 19. 20, 5 

| | Lol 


\ 
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_ Lamb of God, which was intentionally 1 
the Foundation of the World. 

The very Order of Prophets was a ſort 4 
Type of that great Prophet, Who ſhould: ariſe 
amongſt them, and penny reveal the whole 
„Will of God. 

The particulars of the Fewiſh Hiſtory are fo 
' hatin by Divine Appointment, that there. is 
ſcarce a Patriarch, a Judge, a King, a Prophet, 


or a Ruler, who does not bear ſome Typical 


Repreſentation of the Meſſiah. 
Their Books of Hymrs are every where ſo 
crowded with Prefigurements of his Nature 


and Exploits, of his Offices of King, Prieſt, 


and Prophet; that they are perpetual Delines- 
tions of Him and his Church, and ſuch as could 


only be deliverd by the Allſecing Spirit 15 


* 9 
Here we may behold Him in every poſture of 


Humiliation and Exaltation ; the reproach of 
| Hen and deſpiſed of the People; © poured out like 


water; d compaſſed with Heathen Dogs; with 


hands and feet pierced ; © his Sanya parted a. 


mang them, and lots caſt rs Peſture ; * brought 


Faro the duſt of Death; yet a s Prieſt for ever, af- 


ter the Order of PR reed h begotten again 
5 from the Grave » i without ſeeing Corruption 1 


aer. XIII. g. b PRI, XXII. 6. cv 14; dv. 16 
en. 18. fr. is, Z Pfal. CX. 3. bPALIL 7. 


i Pal. XVI. 10. 
ks * having 
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having the Heathen: for his Inheritance, and the 
- Wl armoft parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion 3 + Af 
if I <e04i7g ip on High; leading Captivity Captive z 
ſe ¶ receiving Gifts for Men, that the Lord God might 
© duel! among hem. Þ+ As King of Glory, entering in- 
„ Heaver's Everlaſting doors ; an 1 the 
o I Throne of his Holineſs. 
is I give you too Contracted 4 View of hit 
t, Typical Delineation of the Meſſiah, which fills 
al every Deyout Perſon withAdmiration and Tranf: 
port, and is ſo ſutable to the Majeſty and De- 
o ſiens of God; ſerving to reveal Him to thoſe, ». 
re who meditated on the ſacred Volume of his 
t, aus, who relied upon his Promiſes, and were 
a- Nl converſant in his Temple; and at the ſame 
d time preſerving theſe Myſteries from Contempt, 
of by concealing them in ſome meaſure from 
'Þ thoſe, who ene all things Sacred and Ke. 
of Ligtous. | 


of | HI is the Glory of God, ſays the wiſeſt of 
ke Men, to conceal à thing: but the Honour 7 
th Kings is to ſearch out a matter. 


+ | This Royal Philoſopher and Preacher was a 
bt great admixer of, and proficient in, the Enig-- 
＋ matical Learning; which was ſo much eſteem. 
in ed in the Eaſtern Countries, that Crowned 
3 Heads did not think it below them to ln 


„ *r@ u. 8. ral. LxvM. 18. 4 Pg XXIV, 9. 
* P ial, AO 8. Tt. P rav. XXV. . 
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+ lach — Wiſdom, hs even to Trine 
for fuch delicate Entertainment. 8 

As the Mathematical Scidnods 4 arc cu 
17 valued in the wiſeſt Nations, and Queſtions 
of this nature are ſrequentiy fent from one 
Kingdom to another for Solution: ſo in anci: 
ent times Anigmas & Typical Problems wette 
pꝓropoſed by Men of Renown, and a Facility 
in reſolving them was thought a Steat Ts 
Qual Accompliſhment. I 

Every Age has its Taſt; and it ſuted as ; well 
the Bi ar by as. Majeſty, of God, to teach N* 
Mankind in the way they moſt eſteemed. This I 


raiſed, their Curioſity, gratified their Inclinati- . 
on, preſerved the Prophetic Promiſes, and e- g 
very way anſwer d the e of God. 16 


. Theſe 8 were in Foun * f 
moſt proper for the Preſervation, and Comple- 
tion of the Prophecies; ; and therefore beſt for 
Mankind. e 

The Fews, as appears 3 their own Hiſto- 
ry, were a very Carnal , and Stubborn race of 
Men, who rebelled againſt that Divine Power, 
which preſided over them ini ſo peculiara man- 
ner,” without any Reaſon or foundation of Com- 
plaint. And though they were very faithful 
in Preſerving” the Divine Revelations, whilft 
they PHF d the Precepts therein contain's ; ; 


yet, no ooner did they relapſe to Diſobedience 
G1 ? 


n — — — heats, was © 


F 8 ” 
* 


the Univ e251 TY of Cambridge. 3 f 
and Idolatry, but they neglected the Copics 
of that Law which bore Witneſs againſt them: 

But, when the Promiſes of a Great Prince 
and Deliverer were open'd to their View, this 
often. raiſed” their Spirits, and promoted the 
due Reverence of their Sacred Writings. They 
teadily entertain'd the Ideas of a Powerful Sa- 
viour, WhO ſhould confound” their Enemies, 
and rule them with a rod off Iron. But had they 
thoroughly underſtood, that the Meſſialh would 
come to reform their Manners, to ſubdue their 
pride, and to teach them Humility and Pati- 
ence, it is much to be Queſtion d, whether their 
Holy Books had been ſo faithfully tranſmit- 
ted to Poſterity. Had they clearly foreſeen, 
that the Meſſiah ſhould have been put to an 
jonominious Death by Heather Soldiers, they 
probably would not have been ſo — in 
their Tradition, nor ſo eager in their Expecta· | 
tion. 

So that the Partial Concealment and Veil 
ing of theſe diſagreeable Circumſtances was uſe- 
ful to keep up their Hopes; and the throwing 
ſome part of his Character into a Shade might 
contribute to preſerve it from Contempt, and 
to defend the Prophetical Books from Interpo« 
lation and Corruption. | 

By this means the Evidences of the Chriſtian 
Religion were preſerved by thoſe, who proved 
it's moſt inycterate * and the Chriſtians 


were 
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were hereby entirely freed from all poſſible 
Suſpicion of having adulterated the Diving 
Oracles. 
As this Method af Divine Providence guard 
ed the Prophecies from Abuſes and Corrupriong; 
ſo it greatly facilitated the Completion of them, 
on which the whole Occonomy of our Salv# 
tion entirely depended. 
For had it been plainly revealed, that Feſus 
the Son of Mary, born at Bethlehem, b red un- 
der a Carpenter in Nazareth, ſhould be the Meſs 
fal, the promiſed King of the Fews; ſuch is 
the Pride of one Man, the Envy of another, 
the Jealouſy of a third, the Hardineſs of 2 
fourth, the Corruptneſs of all, that it would 
have been impoſſible, without a Series of Mi. 
racles, or a Total overthrow of Human Li- 
berty, to have preſerved Him from his Nativi- 
ty to his Manhood, in ſo perverſe and wick- 
cd a Generation. What Jealouſies, what Con- 
tentions, what Seditions, would have ariſen a- 


mongſt Phariſees and Sadducees, Fews and Ss. 


maritaus, Scribes and Lawyers, Herodians and 
Libertines, Prieſts and Princes, if the Time, 
Place, and every other Circumſtance relating to 


the Appearance of this divine Perſon had been 


named, or deſcribed in the moſt Expreſs and 
Literal manner? 

We ſce how great Deſtrudion the Jealouſy 
1 Herod brought _ the Infants of Berhle- 


hem 


. j * wenn 
* — 
1 * 


my FOLDS 49 T Cabs ; ; 


15, beeilt it Was believed; chat That wasthe | 

M Place, liert the Meſſiab ſhohld Be born: 
And from this one Example we may das 

2 of a thouſabd ill Conſequences, that would cet. 

A ainly have followed; had this been the con- 

m, tant Method Of Deſignation.” K LB e 


As ſome degree of Obſcurity \ was uſeful ko 

ſus N exerciſe the Induſtry and Faith of honeſt En- 

m. Iquirers; ſo it was feryiceable to the"Exetuting 

ef: | of the Decrees f God, and the Fulfilling ot 

is thoſe. Prophecies which deelare, that the net 

er, h Niould be-* wb for- _ Wegen 

1 . bridſed for our Thiquities:- . ; 
a It is in ſorne eigne ori to theſe Typi- 

li. I cal Delincations;*45Well is tothe ſcafity Policy 

Li- Hof the Princes of the World, which kind chem 

vi- from diſcerniſg che yidlin Wiſdom and Coun- 

* fel F Goa, * MI, bare the Sins T7. 
n- any, and was number with” the Nanſgreſſors. 
a Nt For, had they re it, they would nr date 

2. ¶ to have Crucified the Lord of Ghar. | 


nd sd that we may "Fafely conclude, tliat the 
Cy Typical and Allegotical mariner of Painting | 
to Font ſome cichmſtances of the Meſeab contti- 
en Ibuted to the Preſervation and, ; Coinpfetion of 


— 


le- 9 — come now very ' briefly. to. i 


and moſt coriodigis for Manking/” | 
2 ai. Lan. * t. 1% 2d Ut 1. Cor. II. 5 


e 


5 * 
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„III. That the Harmony and Conſent of Pro 
phecies Literal, Iypical, and Allegorical, delt 
gerd by Holy * of 801 in different Ages 
of the World, and of different Methods of 
Life, was the moſt Cunpletę and moſt di nine In 
timation and Deſcription of n that 
could have been ien to „e 


21921 


2606! 3 4 but miſtobal: - 51151939 
We cannot conccive 4 more "Sas 
more Proper way of -Introdugingthe-Sop of Gag 
the Reſtores of Truth and Rightcouſves,-/into 
the World, than by preparing Mankind by pre 
dictions and repreſentations of various Farms, in 
different ee Men of different Employ. 
7 5 to expect and N Him; by ex: 
ting their C ee giving ſtill new and 
3 enlarged Proſpects of t e and 
-Dignity, and Offices of that: Alen, Who wa 
to make fo RG ine 4 dars on dhe Theatre 
of. the World. 4 


wee Þ  * \ 7 

If the principal Intent of. his eb Was 
made known to our firſt Parents i in Paradiſe; if 
the Deſign was more fully explain'd to Abrahan 
the Father of the Faithful, ſo that He. [aw hi 
Day and rejoiced ;, if his Prophetic Office was 
plainly and literally foretold by AMoſes, who 
gave the Nobleſt Proofs of his being taken in- 
to Familiarity th God, and whoſe Wiſdom 


* 
9 a 3 5 - L- _— - -\ S © 2 
* c 8 75 * \ e 34 4 


\ 1 * 7 , 4 
* * 


Was famed . all the World; if the Na 


ture 


ture of his > and the Extent of his 
church are tnaghiticently ſet forth by David ant 
Am, Mein revoivned: for their Power, ''* whoſe: 
name went far unto the lands: if, his Nature and 
Offices are both Allegorically deſcribed and Ty- 
picalty 'repreſented by ſucceeding Prophets, with» 
| eut any Contradiction to former Prophecies ,/ 
and with a more ample and diſtinct Unfolding of 
chem; if the whole Train of this great Deſign 
Iss ſo graphicalhy/ Painted, 28 to affect in the 
noſt lively: manner the minds of Men in every 
Faculty and Capacity; if no Method of Deſcrip - 
ton or Adumbration is omitted, Which might 
either anlighten the Underſtanding, ot captivate 
I the Affections; if Wiſe and Good Men in diffe- 
ent Ages of the World, agree with, and are 
ſubſervient to, each other in their Repreſen- 
i tations: of his Life, Doctrine, and Mira- 
$ 
c 


cles; if Men of diverſe Education and Profeſ- 
ſolis, without any Conſultation with one ano: 
ther, paint out this Great Redeemer in his various 
Lineaments arid Characters; if the Courtier, and 
che Shepherd, the Man of Learning, and the 
Man of Power, according to their different 
| ways of Thinking and Speaking, giye one con- 
ſiſtent Reſemblance and perfect Imagę of this 
Divine Perſon: We muſt acknowledge , that 
jf this is the moſt © „the moſt proper, and 
I the moſt eee eee Him; che moſt 
1 W 28; r 0486 
0 F 2 | uy: 


th mo erer nage po. 
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uncapable of Fraud and Conſpitacy, the moſt 


Safe and Satisfactory, that could be contrived; 


and ſuch as could not enter into the Heart of 
Man to deviſe, nor be within the ROY 
all created Beings to accompliſu. 

If the time, place, and other particulars r re. 
| latin g to his great Undertaking, and All-ſuff. 
Tient Sacrifice, ere for many Ages before, ci. 
ther directly foretold, or obliquely repreſented; 
if ſo many Circumſtances depending on the 
Will of Fews and Romans, and entirely ſubjet 
to the Direction of Divine Providence, were 
clearly and diſtinctly marked out: This muſt 
be confeſſed to be ſo Uncommon, ſo Unpre- 
cedented, and ſo Inimitable, that it neither has 
ner can have, from Humane Power, any Par- 
allel. J od > lr o: 35112910 
80 "i St. Peter might well ſay, in the a 
1 have choſen for the Subject of this Diſcourſe, 


ne haus alſo à more, or moſt ſure ⁰ν of. Pro- 


phecy. A Teſtimony, that will ſtand the Exa- 
mination of all Ages; a Foundation, that will 
bear the Weight of the whole Chriſtian Fabric. 
It is a firm, conſtant, and laſting Proof, that 
wants no Witneſſes to vouch for it, but it's 
Counterpart, the Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
appeals to the Reaſon and Judgment of the 
whole World for its Trurb and Sufficiene. 
I hope, I hate now performed what 1 at firſ 
Nelke, ; and, as tar as the narrow limits 


C5 of 


L 
d 


0 
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Yo 0 * 11 E81 ry if tacks 


of 2 ſingle e een would weh. allow, have. 
ew n, that IIe nnνν Hh 9 5,0 
The Proofs: of has d bi, Religion, are not: 
all: Typical or A rical ; 5 5947 Codtfe 
And that 2 rypical and. Allegorical FO D3 are, 
wich more valid and. convincing, W our Ad- 
verfary has repreſented.". -- 1) £325 
It would now be very proper 10 conte 
how. unfairly He has treated the Citations from 
the Old Teſtament, and the Iluſtrations of the 
primitive Fathers of the Chutch and te ter 
tore them to their proper Light and Dignity. 
But this would engage us farther, than the 
Time will permit. 88 
I ſhall therefore paſs. them by at the preſont, 
2s well as the Argument from the Great Mi- 
racles done by our Saviour, and the Power of 
doing greater communicated to his Apoſtles; 
which abundantly - demonſtrate,- that they ated; 
by a Commiſſion from God; and give them the 
greateſt Authority to explain the ends Means, 
ing of thoſe Prophecies, which, being dictated by 
the Holy. Spirit of God, are of no private Ori⸗ 
ginal, a Interpretation; eſpecially in ſuch, 
Parts, as were deſignedly - obſcure, . and. were 
wiſely left to the infallible Expoſition of the 
ſame Divine de that: was; the Anthon of 
them. * on 
I might, perhaps! more . go. on to ſhew 
the Com ä of thoſe many lreral and remark- 
able 
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able Prophecies, which were leſt us by ''Feſag 
Griff, and have been punctually fulfilled in 
their Order: for this is alſoa confitming Proof 
of the I ruth of his Religion, amd a moſt Sure word 
of 'Provhecy. For, Whether we look backwards 
gforwards,- all is Uniform; * the "Sau 


alis is the Spirit of Prophezj.. ; 
—_—— Hall only preſs the 8 of 


A to Imitation; vheremte Jou do well; 
de mate heed, ar unto a Light, that ſhineth 
and place * Much application to the Study 
of; the Prophetie Style: being neceſſary; to a full 
: -— pond Of the e ae Wi ſam of 
pt then we are i refet'd! to Mo. 
for and the Prophers 3 ſince theſe are the Books; 
in which the Subſtance of our Religion was 
before the coming of Jeſus contain'd, and on 
which the New Teſtament is a Comment; 
finee the Converſion of the Fews, which is 
one af the nobleſt Ends a Chriſtian can perſue. 
muſt depend on the perfect Knowledge of the 
Old Teſtament; and ſince the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion is ſo vigotouſly attack d thro the ſides of 
the Jeuiſb: let us manfully advance in the 
Study and Vindication of the Holy Writings ; 
in Defenſe of the Meſſiah, and of thoſe Holy 
Aten of God, who were Honour d with Diving 


Revelations conurraning: _ 
never. x. 1 | eee eee 
Dan 


f bY 
2 
* 


. 


ſtand: the. Prophetic 


to = Chriſtian Church, and promote a more 


th Unity nr fb W_ b 
Daniel, 4 Perſom greatly:beloved bf God, halt 


* moſt preciſe Diſcoveries concerning the 
Times of the Adeffiah's Advent and Suffering :: 
and Fohn, the Belo ue EP 5 +4 
enlarged: Views of the Chriſtian Church. 


It muſt therefore he very acceptable 10 God 4 


and ver) honourable for our Selvcs, to mace 
and to (Wrchs 
with Modelty and Diligence, into f 
meaning of Divine Revelations : which - 


Conſequence, 1 hope, the pernicious Bao of 8 


our Adverſary will in ſome meaſure oceson 

Providence permits Disbelievers and'Hetetics | 
to ariſe, that Believers: may be tried, and bear 
Wirneſs to the Truth. We need not chete· 
fore be much concern id, that I=fidels and Apo- 
fates are openly allowed to attack the Religi- 


on of Feſus Chriſt: for it will ſtand tie Teſt 


of all Ages, and ſhine the Beighter- for” being 
Tried. ith 
The Study of hs Prophecies had pern been 
too much neglected. So that this Zealous Op- 
ition may providentially be of great Setvite 


accyrate Underſtanding of the Prophetic Writings. 
In the mean Time may e God of Truth 
bleſs our Enquiries, and make us Succeſsful in 
Clas Labours, which tend to rn TION ard | 
lory. : 
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